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BOOK the witness-chair, and amidst breathless interest made the
XL . correcting statement with which we are familiar. We may recall
1897> that afterwards he was fully corroborated by Lord Selborne.1
Rhodes had resolved from the beginning that the "missing
telegrams" should not be produced. His solicitor was summoned
finally before the Committee at the end of May:
CHAIRMAN: "We therefore call upon you, Mr. Hawksloy, to produce the
telegrams."
WITNESS: "I can only say, with very great respect... I still fed that
my duty compels me to act upon the instructions I have received from
Mr. Bhodes."2
Whether the Committee ought to have compelled the produc-
tion of these documents will always be a contested question.
To leave cause for doubt and suspicion was a serious evil from
which Chamberlain has suffered most up to now. To insist would
have been futile. The Select Committee could have summoned
Rhodes to return to England from Mashonaland. It seems prob-
able that he would not have obeyed. It seems certain that had
he returned he would have maintained his refusal, pleading the
public interest. Then the parliamentary tribunal might submit
helplessly. Or it might urge the House of Commons to send
Rhodes to the Clock Tower. Keeping him there without avail
would have made him far more popular with the crowd at home
and excited the passionate anger of the British in South Africa,
In any case, the unfortunate Committee, whether it desisted or
insisted, would have covered itself with ludicrous ignominy.
Again, they would have had to delay their Report until yet
another session. Every element of mischief would have been
aggravated in South Africa and amongst foreign nations.
The Committee came to its crucial business of framing a
Report. For Labouchere's draft there was but one vote, that of
Labouchere. He attributed to Rhodes and his junta the basest
stock-jobbing motives. Edward Blake, the former eminent
Canadian lawyer who had become an Irish Nationalist member
at Westminster, withdrew in protest against the failure to
extort the withheld evidence. Apart from these two, the Com-
1 Select Committee Report, 0.311:        2 Select Committee Keport, 0.311,
Harris, pp. 336-337; Chamberlain, pp.    p. 473.
337-339; Selborne, pp. 504-505.